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Dear Mr, Crane:

The Division is coneerned about three of the cornments offered by OSM r
regarding the proposed coal exploration plan of l*Ieadow Lark Farms, a sub-
sidi.ary of AIIAX. The comments were presented to Mr. Jackson Mof f itt, Area
Mining Supervisor, USGS in a rnemo dated June 19, L979.

The f irs t comment we are concerned about s tates , 
ttAlternate routes should

be,providedforthe8nl-1esofnewacceSsroads,thatareindicatedtobe
establ-ished rnainly in the ephermeral channels. Should excessive channelization
and alternatlons become necessary so as to accomodate I-arge vehicles, alternate
routes shoul-d be considered and utilized.rr Because of the steep, narrow
nature of the terrain of the Book Cliffs, utilizing epher-oeral channels for
temporary access has proven to be the least damaging route. Generally, minimal
earth work is required to gain access in these channel-s. Also, the surface
material is less rocky than the slopes above the channel. If these channels
cannot be util-ized, the other alternatives, in many cases, is either to con-
struct a road on the slopes which tends to be much more damaging and is less
likely to be properly recl-aimed, or to allow no access .

The second comment we are concerned about statesrttlt is suggested that
the overall grade of access roads should not exceed l0 percent.tt General-ly,
an access road constructed for exploratory drilling is constructed in a manner
that minimizes earth work and ground disturbance. In many cases no ground
disturbance other than shrub removal is needed. If minimal or no ground dis-
turbance is necessary, a grade greater than ten percent is allowable. If
drainage control- is provided, minimizing ground disturbance is oftentines
preferrable to restricting grades to less than ten percent,
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The thtrd cornment vre are concerned about statesrttlf drill sl-tes are to
be located on agricultural l-and, the cemented l-evel should remaln below the
accepted depth for the given type of agrlcultural activiEy." No agricultural
land exl-sEs where the drl1l sites are proposed'

The Dlvlsion agrees that natlve species should be incorporated into the
seeding mixture and an archaeological clearanee should be provtded prl-or to
conducting operatiorls .

Flnally, the Divl-sion would like to invite the uembers of your staff
to visit our coal producing areas to obtain an overview. of our operatiorls.
We f eel- that bo th the OSH staf f and the Divlsion s taf f r+ould benef it f rom
such a reconnaissance visit. A time in nid-August would allonr the obser-
Yation of both the mines and exploratory drilling.

Sincerely,

rnH@
K. I-IICITAEL THOMPSON

ENGINEERING GEOLOGIST

rufr/pf
cc: Jackson Hoffit, USGS

Mark Inlackiewlcz, BLI*I Price


